
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Fantasy on Two Easter Hymns Mardirosian 

* HYMN 113 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today! Llanfair 

* CALL TO WORSHIP: 

 Leader: We gather to worship God  

 People: Blessed are those who gather to listen to the word of God.   

 Leader: God loves us and has set us free 

 People: To God be all glory, honor, and respect! 

 Leader: Christ is risen from the dead and He is Lord 

 People: We rejoice in the Lord, now and forever! 

INTROIT Awake My Heart with Gladness J. S. Bach 

 Awake my heart with gladness, behold a wondrous sight. 
 No more the dark of sadness: now shines a glorious light. 
 Our Savior with great gloom was laid within the tomb, 
 But conquering death and pain, Behold him, risen again! 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

 (Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record 
 your presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When the pad 
 has been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the offering plate.)               

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 God of empty tombs: when we hesitate to speak of your hope, 
 forgive us, and give us voice.  When we find it difficult to love 
 another, forgive us, and give us new compassion.  When we want to 
 stand with the high and mighty, forgive us, and put us next to the 
 poor and oppressed.  When we stay hidden behind our fears and 
 doubts, forgive us, and send us out to share your grace.  When we 
 cannot believe your word of new life, forgive us, and fill us with 
 your joy. Come past the locked doors of our hearts, breathe peace 
 into our souls, and be with us forever.  In the name of the risen 
 Christ we pray. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.  Thanks 
be to God!  Amen. 

* RESPONSE Hymnal No. 106, Verse 1 Alleluia No. 1 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, Alleluia! Give praise to his name. 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
He is the King of creation. 
Alleluia…  

 



 

 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened            
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)         

TIME WITH CHILDREN    

* HYMN 149 The Head That Once Was Crowned St. Magnus 

+ Children and Youth leave for their classes. + 
              

  THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Revelation 1:4-8 

ANTHEM     Since by Man Came Death (from “Messiah”)  G. F. Handel 

 Since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in 
 Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

SECOND LESSON   Acts 5:27-41 

SERMON “Game Over”     Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY   Good Christians All Rejoice and Sing  arr. Ernest Bullock  

  The words for this anthem may be found at No. 111 in the Hymnal 

* THE DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
 us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
 our debtors;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
 evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
 Amen.  

    THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 116 O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing! O Filii Et Filiae 

* BENEDICTION 

* CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Postlude on “O filii et filiæ” Guilmant  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Revelation 1:4-8 (NRSV) 

 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and 
peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings  
of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his 
blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and 
Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7Look! 
He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who 
pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.  
So it is to be. Amen. 8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord 
God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 
 
Acts 5:27-41 (NRSV) 
 When they had brought them, they had them stand before the 
council. The high priest questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict 
orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem 
with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood 
on us.” 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God 
rather than any human authority. 30The God of our ancestors raised 
up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted 
him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give 
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to 
these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those 
who obey him.” 33When they heard this, they were enraged and 
wanted to kill them. 34But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel,  
a teacher of the law, respected by all the people, stood up and ordered 
the men to be put outside for a short time. 35Then he said to them, 
“Fellow Israelites, consider carefully what you propose to do to these 
men. 36For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, 
and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him; but he was 
killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and disappeared. 
37After him Judas the Galilean rose up at the time of the census and 
got people to follow him; he also perished, and all who followed him 
were scattered. 38So in the present case, I tell you, keep away from 
these men and let them alone; because if this plan or this undertaking 
is of human origin, it will fail; 39but if it is of God, you will not be able 



  

 

to overthrow them—in that case you may even be found fighting against 
God!” They were convinced by him, 40and when they had called in the 
apostles, they had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak  
in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41As they left the council, they 
rejoiced that they were considered worthy to suffer dishonor for the  
sake of the name. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 




